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PREFACE. 


Ir is justly remarked, by an elegant writer," that, 
“ Notwithstanding the various contrivances to facili- 
tate the acquisition of knowledge, great and perse- 
vering industry is absolutely necessary to secure any 
very valuable and distinguished improvement.” Now, 
though it is presumed that this little work will ulti- 
mately save the pupil both time and trouble, it is not 
designed to foster his indolence. It invites him to 
attend to the quotation given in the title-page; but 
not to the neglect of the following: “ Si quis tamen 
unam maximamque a me artem memorize querat; 
exercitatio est et labor: multa ediscere, multa cogi- 
tare, et (si fieri potest) quotidie, potentissimum est. 


1 Dr, Knox. 


vi 


Nihil zqueé vel augetur cura, vel negligentia interci- 
dit.” Quinct. lib. x1. cap. 2.—Indeed, whatever be 
the learner’s abilities, such neglect must end in dis- 
appointment. Few students can flatter themselves 
with having less occasion for industry than the late 
Professor Porson had; yet that distinguished scho- 
lar informed the compiler of the following pages, 
that the plan, which he at first pursued, in the culti- 
vation of his memory, was that of excessive labour ; 
that, when a boy, he not only read his lessons over 
as often as other boys, but repeatedly transcribed 
them: however, for this extraordinary trouble, he 
considered himself as amply repaid; for what he had 
thus carefully committed to memory, he seldom 


forgot. 


Encouraged by the Professor's opinion on the 
subject, the writer of this little book has likewise 
endeavoured to arrange the declinable parts of speech 
in the English, Latin, French, and Italian languages, 
in a manner convenient for transcription. And he 
respectfully submits to the consideration of School- 
masters, whether a portion of the time usually spent 


by their scholars in the writing-school, might not be 


Vil 


advantageously employed in such transcription. To 
facilitate the adoption of this plan, books and slates, 
suitably ruled for the purpose, may be had of the | 
publishers.—And, as boys, particularly those who 
have a taste for the study of the languages, are 
much more disposed to attend to penmanship, when 
it is exhibited to them upon something like scientific 
principles, than when merely as an imitative art ; en- 
deavours have been used in the ‘Introduction to 
Writing,” to gain their attention by such means. In- 
deed, it is hoped that the rules and examples given 
in that book, will so far “ lessen the labour both of 


? 


teachers and learners,” as to render half the time 
usually spent in writing the common copies, fully 
sufficient for that purpose ; and thus leave ample op- 
portunity for fair transcripts of the portions of gram- 
mar mentioned above, to be made under the inspec- 
tion of the Writing-Master, who, by the help of the 
‘‘Specimens of Greek Penmanship” and the direc- 
tions given with them, will have nearly, if not quite, 
as little difficulty in teaching his pupils the formation 
of the characters used in that language, as he has 


those of common writing. And if, in the Grammar- 


school, the learner were constantly required to 


Vili 
arrange, after the same plan, the nouns and verbs, 
which, as etymological exercises, are given him to 
decline and conjugate, such a practice would assist 
him, not only in acquiring, but also in retaining, 


distinct ideas of their various parts. 


In this edition, an example is given of each conju- 
gation of contracted verbs and of verbs in pi.—A 
few general remarks and some questions and an- 
swers, adapted to the following tables, are also intro- 
duced.—For more particular rules, the learner is re- 
ferred to his grammar, the use of which it is the 


object of this Sketch, to facilitate, not to supersede. 


In the Ist edition, the Anomalous Verbs, accord- 
ing to the Eton list, were arranged in columns 
under the heads, Present, 1 Future, Perfect, 1 Aorist, 
2 Aorist—in the present edition, they have been omit- 
ted; not only from a desire to save expense, but 
from a persuasion that the pupil may be benefited by 
making, from his grammar, such an arrangement for 
himself. 


The materials of which this Sketch is composed, 


P. 10. 1. 13. 
15. 22. 
26, 3. 

15. 
17. 
19, 
20. 
23. 
24. 
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27 
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are selected from the following Greek Grammars, 


ViZ., 
Bell’s, Milner’s, 
Dr. Busby’s, Dr. Moor’s, 
The Eton, The Port Royal, 
Holmes’s, Dr. Valpy’s, 
Dr. Jones’s, and 
Matthie’s by Dr. The Westminster. 
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37 
NOTE. 


In addition to what has been said in the preface, it may not 
be improper to remark, for the sake of young teachers or solita- 


ry students, that it has been found advantageous for the learner, 


after having transcribed and pretty thoroughly learnt by heart, 
one of the preceding pages, to write down, from memory, either 
the whole or some particular part of the same page, and then 
compare what he bas written with the printed book, and to con- 
tinue the practice, tll he can write the prescribed portion from 
recollection, without an error. 


Critical Commendations of the former Edition of this work. 


“« The readiest and most effectual means to initiate the young Tyro in the various 
departments of a Language so copious as the Greek, will, perhaps, be found to 
consist in a judicious use of transcription. 

«© The Calligraphia Graca is well contrived for the instruction of Youth, and Mr. 
Hodgkin’s present publication is a useful addition to that Work.”—New Review, 
Jan. 1813. 

«© We take the liberty of recommending to the notice of such of our readers as 
are concerned in the education of youth, the labors of Mr. Hodgkin, which we con- 
sider as peculiarly calculated to facilitate the adoption of that plan for the improve- 
ment of the memory, which is recommended by Quintilian, and which was followed 
with so much success by Professor Porson.” — Classical Journal, No. xix. 


Of the Publishers may likewise be had, 
I. SPECIMENS OF GREEK PENMANSHIP, 


With directions, in English, for forming tte characters, according to the 
methods adopted by the late Professor Porson and by Dr. Thomas 
Young. Price 3s. 

«© This Tract has our unqualified approbation, and we think it may be very use- 
fully put into the hands of young persons. 

‘¢ Plain and easy directions are given for writing the Greek characters, and, 
what will be considered as no small recommendation, they have obtained the appro- 
bation of Dr. Charles Burney.” — British Critic, August, 1812. 


If. CALLIGRAPHIA GRAECA ET POECILO- 
GRAPHIA GRECA, 

A work explaining and exemplifying the mode of forming the Greek 
Characters with ease and elegance, according to the method adopted by 
Dr. Thomas Young, and exhibiting a copious Collection of the various 
forms of the Letters, and of their Connexions and Contractions. 
Price 18s. 

“ The Greek Scholar will find this work an useful addition to his library.”’ 

Critical Review, Sept. 1808. 

‘« We have no hesitation in saying, that every ingenuous student of Greek litera- 
ture will feel himself obliged to Mr. Hodgkin for thus furnishing him, at a moderate 
expense, with a very necessary and useful work, the materials of which are scattered 
throughout numerous scarce and expensive publications.” 

Anti-jacobin Review, April, 1809. 

“ The characters are beautiful ; and the method of their construction is concisely 
but sufficiently explained in neat Latin, by Dr. Young [in a letter addressed to the 
author]. That elegant scholar and philosopher has taken great pains to establish 
on simple principles, an easy and elegant style of Greek Calligraphy. ; 

“In our opinion the book has great merit; and we cordially recommend it to be 
used both in the school and in the study.”—Eelectic Review, Feb. 1810. 

«© The Author would recommend, as a necessary and elegant attainment, to those 
who would understand the Greek language, the art of forming its characters with 
neatness and precision.—Mr. Hodgkin has laboured to diffuse this accomplishment ; 
the rules and plates which he has published for this purpose, ought to be in the 
hands of all School-masters.”— Dr. Jones’s Greek Grammar, Third Edition. 


ERRATA, 
Page 11, line 14. for mark read marks | Page 12, line 19. for p. 17. read p. 21, 
26. p17. p. 21. 21, last line. dele Sce p. 32. 


